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CONNECTIONS
Regional Representatives

Did you know?

From the Desk of
Stephen P. Arnold, President/CEO

Stephen lives in Memphis, TN with his wife Kate. He is a member of the MidSouthern Santa Society and has been an IBRBS member since 2013.

REPORT FROM THE CHAIRMAN
by Fred Selinsky

H

Fred lives in Sun City, AZ with his wife Chery, and dogs Lucy and Chance. He is on the Board of the affiliated Arizona
Santas, Mrs. Claus and Elves Chapter and has been an IBRBS member since 2013.

Your Voice...Your Vote...Your Future
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Stephen Arnold (TN)

Blake Ellege (NC)

Jim Kelly, Sr. (NJ)
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Amanda Spalding (KY)
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Candidate Statement: Amanda Spalding
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IBRBS News and Updates
We celebrate the life and contributions of Ron Robertson, President Emeritus,
who proudly served IBRBS and the Christmas community. Ron passed January
20, 2021 in California, and we will all miss him dearly. A celebration of his life
will be held when it’s safe to congregate. Our prayers and condolences are with
his wife Barbara, his family, and all who loved him.
Thank you Santa!

How Did You Do That?
By Santa Pat de Haan

I am often asked what my fondest memory is of

all the Christmas events we have produced over
the past 34 years and thousands of children we
have served. We created our nonprofit to
specifically serve homeless, impoverished, and
special needs children. We also serve medically
fragile and terminally ill children and families of
our deployed troops. Given those populations, we
have no shortage of memorable and emotionally
charged stories to share. This is my favorite
because of its simplicity.
December 9th, 2005 found us setting up for our
annual Christmas event, The Homeless Christmas
Tree. We had taken over the entire memorial park
at the state capitol complex. We had six carnival
rides, fifteen activities, food distribution, and even
a petting zoo ready for the 500 homeless children
expected to attend for the day. My area was
“Santa’s Toyland.” The children would enter, visit
with me (Santa), have their picture taken, and then
I would send them into the adjacent toy area where
they could choose whatever toy they wanted (one
toy per child).
After a couple hours of nonstop children, I was
interrupted by a woman’s voice calling, “Santa!
Santa!” I looked over and saw one of the teachers
standing with a 9-year-old boy who was crying. I
went over to them
and asked what was
wrong. I thought
maybe the child had
hurt himself. I asked
the boy what was
wrong. The teacher
explained that he
had his heart set on
a basketball and
there weren’t any
more left.
I told the boy there
must
be
some
mistake because I
Elf Kelley
most certainly did not
forget him. I told him
to go back into Toyland and tell the tall elf with
the funny hat what happened. Her name is Kelley

and I bet she can help
you. He smiled and
followed the teacher
back into the toy area.
What they didn’t know
was that Kelley is my daughter and at 6’2” she’s
an avid basketball player. They also didn’t know
we had over a hundred basketballs stored behind
there. They just had not been displayed in Toyland
yet.
Kelley told me later what happened. As the boy
approached her, she went to him and asked what is
wrong. She could tell he was sad and had been
crying. He explained that he couldn’t find the toy
he wanted. She asked what that toy was, and he
said a basketball. “Oh,” she said, “I love
basketball. It’s my favorite sport!” This led into a
conversation between the two about basketball. At
the end of the conversation, Kelley asked the boy
which team was his favorite. “I love the Lakers!”
the boy quickly responded. Kelley told him her
favorite team is the Suns, but they are both good
teams. Then she told him Santa had left a special
present for him but had hidden it so nobody else
could take it.
About ten minutes later, I heard a woman’s voice
loudly calling out to me, “Santa! Santa!” When I
turned around to see who it was, I saw the same
teacher and boy standing there. This time, the
teacher was crying.
“How did you do that?” she exclaimed pointing
towards the boy. He was standing there with the
biggest, happiest smile I’d ever seen in my life. In
his hands he held an official Lakers basketball.
Again she asked, “How did you do that?”
Without any hesitation I responded, “I’m Santa
Claus. That’s what I do.”
This indeed is what every Santa has the power and
ability to do. There is magic in that red suit you
put on. Acknowledge it and use it wisely. Your
hugs can provide comfort to those who are afraid
and in pain. Your attention can strengthen the selfconcept of those who feel alone and unwanted.
Your encouragement can guide those who are lost
and discouraged. It’s in every one of us. The
choice is ours.

Santa Dave Bell (VA) shares this bittersweet experience.
Today, I was visited by a party consisting of a middleaged man, a middle-aged woman, two teenage boys, an
energetic yellow Labrador, and an older chocolate Lab
who was struggling to limp on only three legs. Our photo
setup requires being seated on a bench in front of Santa.
The yellow Lab hopped right onto the bench. The two
boys gingerly picked up the chocolate Lab and laid her
on the bench then sat on either side of her.
I must have looked at them quizzically as the man
explained that they were on their way to the vet to put
down their beloved chocolate Lab “Princess.” With tearfilled eyes and a choked voice, the lady explained that
Princess had cancer and was in a lot of pain, but they
wanted one last picture of her with Santa before they had
to take her on that last, final drive. After the family got
all the pictures they wanted, I asked if I could hold
Princess.
There I stood, holding a 75-pound much-loved dog with
tears streaming down my face as Princess slowly licked
them away—her tongue going right around my face
shield. The entire family was crying about as hard as
Santa and the elves. After I returned Princess to the
family, I had to leave to ‘feed Santa’s reindeer’ so I could
wash my face before seeing the next child.
Santa provides unconditional love and understanding as
well as, sometimes, healing.

Q. What do reindeer say before they tell
you a joke?

A. This one’s gonna SLEIGH you!

H igh-fives, Reindeer Macarena games, and lots

of singing were just a few of the fun things
enjoyed by all at the 2020 Santa Snow Globe visits
of Santa and Mrs. B. Claus of Atlanta, Georgia.
Along with all that the children got to tell Santa
what their heart’s desire was for Christmas!
There were more than just a few parents who
walked away from the family visit at the Snow
Globe literally in tears, thanking Santa and Mrs.
Claus for coming and making it such a safe,
creative, and personal family visit; especially
given the trying times dealing with the COVID-19
pandemic. One dad whispered, “Thank God for
you two. My wife and I didn’t know what we were
going to do with the kids for Christmas this year.
My wife’s heart was breaking to think the kids
wouldn’t get to see Santa. This is so much more
than we ever expected or had hoped for. Thank
you.”

Credit goes to Kathryn Burgess of Richmond,
Virginia for coming up with the incredibly creative
idea and the adorable story telling of how Santa
and Mrs. Claus got stuck inside the Snow Globe
until Christmas Eve. Anyone wanting to visit with
the Clauses until then, had to do so from the Snow
Globe. The children were most receptive of the
story, which came with a full color storybook,
signed by the author!

Safety was unparalleled, as Santa and Mrs. Claus
were completely encapsulated in a 12’ X 7’ pop-up
vinyl tent with two “escape” doors, and a pair of
roll-up areas for ventilating. In between each
family visit with Santa, there were elves
disinfecting the surface of the globe. The families
in waiting were kept at safe distances between
each other. All were masked, as they waited in line
for their visit at the globe.
Santa and Mrs. Claus went from side to side inside
of the globe to maintain a smooth and steady flow
of visits. No one was rushed. There was plenty of
time allowed for conversations and photographs.
But most importantly, fun was had by all!
Mrs. B. tells us that most visits were two hours in
length. The HOA said it was more than sufficient,
as they either booked time slots for families or had
elves reading Kathryn Burgess’ book prior to
individual family visits at the globe with Santa and
Mrs. Claus. Books were for sale at the event, as
well.
Virtual visits with Santa and Mrs. Claus were
offered for 2020 and were fun as well, but Mrs. B.
relayed, “The Snow Globe visits were a much
bigger hit than the virtual visits.”
Betty lives in Marietta, GA, is President of the affiliated
Peachtree Santas Chapter, and has been an IBRBS member
since 2017.

Reprinted from Crescenta Valley Weekly
By Mary O’KEEFE
A year ago local resident Mario Licu parked in the
Big Lots parking lot in La Cañada preparing for a
normal day of shopping, but the day did not go
exactly as planned.
“It just happened by chance that, as I walked
through the parking lot, I noticed a shopping cart
heading down the [hill] straight for traffic,” he
said.
The shopping cart was not empty; there was a
small child in the child seat and his mother was
yelling as she helplessly watched the cart roll
toward Foothill Boulevard.
“The mother was pregnant, and hysterical,” Licu
said.
Licu rushed to stop the cart before it got to the
street. He pushed the cart back to a grateful
mother.
“She was still crying and thanked me over and
over again,” he said.
Licu made certain the child and mom were okay,
then went into the store to shop.
“When I came out of the store, she had left a note
on the car door thanking me again,” he said.

At first he didn’t think much about it but over the
last year he thought of the child often, replaying
the incident in his head.
“I wished I knew how to reach out to [his
mother],” he said.
Licu is known to many as Santa Mario because he
is a professional Santa Claus who works at several
local venues, including the Los Angeles Zoo. He
wanted to find out how the child was doing and
also wanted to invite the family to the LA Zoo.
“I also work at private parties, other [venues] and
occasionally fill in at the Americana,” he said.
Every place he went, he always had this little
toddler and his mom in the back of his mind
hoping to see them again.
Then a few months after that encounter he parked
his distinguished vehicle, a red car with a reindeer
nose, in a parking lot in the 700 block of Foothill
Boulevard to get something to eat.
“When I came out there was a note on my car from
the mom, introducing herself and thanking me
again,” he said.
Unfortunately he did not have a way to contact
her.
Then a few days ago, she walked into Massage
Envy where he works part time. Now they have
exchanged names and contact information and he
has found out that the young boy is doing fine, as
is the entire family.
There is a Chinese proverb that states if
you save someone’s life you are
responsible for that life. In a way Licu
agrees; he feels a connection with the
family and is glad he can now follow
how they are doing.
Mary O’Keefe

Reprinted from Spectrum News.
By Taylor Neuman | Burlington

Reprinted from The O’Colly
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By Ellen Slater
Published Dec. 25, 2020
Over the age of 65, a little rounder around the
belly and constantly surrounded by kids.
Those characteristics might ring a bell of qualities
that put one at most risk for COVID-19. Or, they
might remind you of the characteristics of Jolly
Old Saint Nick. The men who bring the spirit of
Christmas, and are Santa to children all around the
world, are the ones most at risk, but also hold one
of the most important jobs of the season.
One Oklahoma Santa in particular, who goes by
Santa Opa Claus in the Christmas community, is
one of the many Santas who are at a higher risk
this holiday season. He recently had an artificial
heart valve put in which potentially puts him at
risk for contracting COVID-19. The juggle of
keeping himself and the community around him
safe, while still keeping the magic of Christmas
alive, has made this holiday season unique from
any others for him.
Santa Opa Claus says while he is just as busy this
season, there are things that are different. Opa and
(Continued on page 22)

BURLINGTON, N.C. – Usually at this time of the
year, Santa portrayers take to malls, parades, and
festivals to spread some Christmas cheer. Sadly,
this year, all of those events have been canceled,
putting portrayers out of jobs.
Tom Heeter and his wife, Shirley, have been
dressing up as Mr. and Mrs. Claus for the past 10
years, and have participated in many parades,
many of which have been canceled this year. So in
light of these cancellations, the couple decided to
have a parade of their own in their neighborhood
in Burlington.
“This year we have turned down over 60 events
because I’m afraid we could have a child sit on my
lap who has the coronavirus but doesn’t know it,
he gets off my lap and I’m sitting there giving it to
the rest of the kids. I’m not worried about myself,
I’m worried about spreading it to the other
children," Tom says.
Tom built a sleigh specifically for the parade, so
he and his wife could say "hello" to neighbors in a
socially distant way. Some residents walked in the
parade, handing out candy and gifts to children in
the neighborhood, they also were joined by fire
trucks and ambulances.

Santa’s lap, telling Santa their wish for Christmas
and I’ve been happy to provide that.”
(Continued from page 21)

the photographer that he works with came up with
a system where the families can choose from
levels of green, yellow, or red, depending on how
comfortable they are with their interaction with
Santa. The levels range from everyone wearing
masks without sitting on his lap, all the way to
complete normalcy without even wearing masks.
What might come to a surprise for some is that
Opa says that most families opt for the maskless
level.

Sooner Santa says he still takes precautions such
as taking extra vitamin C and changing his gloves
often, but classifies himself as younger on the
scale of typical Santas and does not have any
major health concerns, making him feel
comfortable giving these children the “normal”
Santa experience.
Sooner Santa is the vice president of the
International Brotherhood of Real Beard
Santas. (Editor’s note: Sooner Santa is not VP of IBRBS.)

“I did one the other day with a daycare,” Opa
describes. “I ended up with 15 children trying to
talk to me. It was a bit confusing.”

Most Santas are connected with others in this
profession. The International Brotherhood of Real
Beard Santas, IBRBS, is an organization that many
take part in. They meet four times a year, host
workshops (also known as Santa School), and
distinguish their brand by doing background
checks and having high standards of being a
reliable Santa.

There have been many things that the world has
adapted to during the pandemic that will stick
around post-pandemic, but Opa is not sure if that is
the case with virtual Santa visits.

Because of the IBRBS, they get to lean on each
other in times of the Santa season being flipped
upside down due to the pandemic. OKC Santa,
another Oklahoma based Santa is a member.

“You never know [if the virtual Santa visits will
stick around after the pandemic ceases.] I have
come to find that this industry changes like the
weather.”

“Many Santas reduced their appearances because
they are at high risk due to being over 65,
overweight, and other risk factors,” says OKC
Santa. “Mrs. Claus was not thrilled that I did so
much work without masks, but she completely
understands why I do it.”

Opa has also done virtual visits as well, but
describes them as not as successful as in-person
visits.

Describing the job as a “calling,” Sooner Santa is
another Oklahoman who spends his career
portraying Santa and bringing cheer to all.
Sooner Santa says that his season has looked
different from others due to the ongoing pandemic.
Even with the virus still spreading rapidly around
the state and country, families will request for
Santa to not act as if that is the case. He says that
few families request masks or face shields in his
visits.
“The children and their parents are starving for
some normalcy,” says Sooner Santa. “Most people
want the ‘normal’ Santa experience. . . sitting on

OKC Santa says that he did do more Zoom work
this year, as well as pre-recorded messages.
The Santas that are found at the malls, holiday
parties, and photoshoots alike might be taking
precautions this season, but thankfully Dr. Fauci,
the physician that has been leading the US through
the pandemic, wants children to know that he
already gave the “real Santa” the vaccine, so they
have nothing to worry about.
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Help Tom Carmody Find New IBRBS Members

?

How are we doing with your
Newsletter? Send your
comments to:
Newsletter@IBRBSantas.org

Join us on Facebook for updates, news, sharing, caring, questions,
answers, mentoring, learning, photos, networking, and so much more. The
IBRBS Facebook page is for members only.

JOIN or VISIT NOW

